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U.S. 'MERCENARIFS' IN NICARAGUA? 
ANNCR: 

NEWSPAPERS IN LATIN AMERICA HAVE BEEN REPORTING THAT 
MERCENARIES FROM THE UNITED STATES ARE INVOLVED IN THF CIVIL 
WAR IN NICARAGUA, BUT SPOKESMEN FOR THE U.S. GOVERNMENT SAY 
THERE IS NO EVIDENCE THAT IS THE CASF, CHRIS KERN HAS A 
REPORT ON THE MERCENARY CHARGFS, 

VOICE: 

A SPOKESMAN FOR THE U.S. JUSTICE DEPARTMENT SAYS “NO 
INVESTIGATION TO DATE" SHOWS THAT ANYONF HAS BEEN RECRUITED 
IN THE UNITED STATES TO SFRVE IN THE NATIONAL GUARD OF 
NICARAGUAN PRESIDENT ANASTASIO SOMOZA, PRESIDENT SOMOZA HIMSFLF, 
IN AN INTERVIEW WITH AN AMERICAN TELEVISION NETWORK, SAID THAT 
ONLY THREE U.S, CITIZENS HAVF BEFN RECRUITED TO SERVF WITH THE 
NICARAGUAN MILITARY -- AND THAT THEY WERE HIRED AS INSTRUCTORS 
OF KARATE, 

MR. SOMOZA WAS APPARENTLY REFERRING TO TWO FORMER AMERICAN 
SOLDIERS AND A VIETNAMESF WHO WERE KILLED EARLIER THIS MONTH IN 
A PLANE CRASH IN NICARAGUA, ONE OF THE AMERICANS -- FORMER U.S. 
ARMY GREEN BERET INSTRUCTOR MICHAEL ECHANIS -- TOLD THE ASSOCIATED 
PRESS IN AN INTERVIEW BEFORF HIS DEATH THAT HE WAS IN CHARGE OF 
TRAINING THE NICARAGUAN NATIONAL GUARD TO DEAL WITH GUERRILLA 
WARFARE AND THAT HE WAS RESPONSIBLE FOR CARRYING OUT ANTI- 
GUERRILLA OPERATIONS FOR THE SOMOZA GOVERNMENT. ECHANIS SAID HE 
WAS INVITED TO COME TO NICARAGUA BY PRESIDENT SOMOZA'S SON, A 
MAJOR IN THE NICARAGUAN ARMY, WHO HAD BEEN HIS STUDENT AT THE 


U.S. ARMY'S SPECIAL FORCES SCHOOL IN FORT BRAGG, NORTH CAROLINA, 
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BOTH THE JUSTICE DEPARTMENT SPOKFSMAN AND STATE DEPARTMENT 
OFFICIALS SAY THEY KNOW OF NO OTHER RECRUITMENT EFFORTS FOR 
PARTICIPANTS IN THE NICARAGUAN CONFLICT, IT IS ILLEGAL UNDER 
UNITED STATES LAW FOR ANYONE TO RECRUIT MERCENARIES -- OR FOR 
ANYONE TO CONTRACT TO SERVF AS A MERCENARY -- TO FIGHT AGAINST 
A NATION THAT IS AT PEACE WITH THE UNITED STATES. THF JUSTICE 
DEPARTMENT SPOKESMAN SAID THE LAWS CARRY CRIMINAL PENALTIES 
FOR VIOLATION, BUT THAT HE WAS NOT AWARE OF ANY PROSECUTIONS EVER 
UNDERTAKEN UNDER THEM. IT IS NOT CLEAR WHETHER RECRUITMENT TO 
FIGHT IN A CIVIL WAR BY THF GOVERNMENT OF A NATION AT PEACE WITH 
THE UNITED STATES WOULD FALL WITHIN THE PROSCRIPTION AGAINST 
MERCENARY CONTRACTS, 

THE U.S. STATE DEPARTMENT'S OFFICIAL SPOKESMAN, HODDING 
CARTER, SAYS THE GOVERNMENT HERE DEPLORES "IN THE STRONGFST 
TERMS" ANY ACTIVITIES TO RECRUIT MERCENARIES IN THE UNITED 
STATES. MR. CARTER TOLD REPORTERS LAST WEEK THAT MERCENARY 
ACTIVITIES "WOULD NOT BFE IN THE LEAST HELPFUL" IN BRINGING 
ABOUT A PEACEFUL SOLUTION TO THE CONFLICT IN NICARAGUA, AND THAT 
THE GOVERNMENT WOULD DISCOURAGE PARTICIPATION BY ANY AMERICAN 
NATIONALS IN WHAT HE CALLED "SUCH ILL-CONCEIVED ADVENTURES." 
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